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PRE EAC E 


SIENTLE READER, 


s | This is but a little flight of a new writer, who claimeth 
the title of author but by courtefy, for in truth he is no author, but 
a copyer of other men’s writings, and a recorder of other men’s ftories. 
Herein will you find nothing new; and if perchance it be new to you, 
you fhall thereby know that much written of old time yet remaineth 
to be perufed, to wit, in the Hiftory of Suffex, fet forth by Masrer 


vi Preface. 


HorsrizE_p, in the Yeare of our Lord 1833, in a compendium by that 
painftaking and induftrious minifter the Rev’ M. A. Lower, and in 
the writings of thofe other, not lefs careful, minifters who indited the 
chronicles yclept ‘The Parifh Magazine of Bexhill.” 

And although herein is, as I fear, nothing new, yet alfo, as I hope, 
is there naught but what 1s true. 

And fo, an it pleafe you, I am well pleafed; and if not, then do 


you (as without doubt you may) do better, and fill more pleafed 
will be 


Your very obedient humble Servant, 
J. Pearce WILLs. 


BEXHILL IN SUSSEX, 
May 25th, 1888. 


='|ROM its clofe proximity to St. Leonards and Hatftings, 
*| Bexhill has long been widely known as a picturefque 

+ village; but it is only of recent years that its high value 
as a health refort has been recognifed, or any effort made to 


encourage its growth into a watering-place. 
Although there had long been talk among the inhabitants of 
: 
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its future glories, the firft important impetus to its development 
came from without, when in 1880 the Metropolitan Convalefcent 
Inftitution fecured a commanding fite clofe to the village, and 
proceeded to erect a very handfome “Home” to accommodate 
one hundred patients. 

Since that time the growth of the town has been fteady, and 
lately of a quite remarkable rapidity. The fanitary requirements 
of an urban population have been met on the moft approved plans, 
and will be defcribed in fome detail later; a very beautiful parade 
and fea-wall have been built, and the afpect of the place fo altered 
that one may almoft fay a new town has arifen, the population alfo 
having increafed from 2,452 in 1881 to the eftimated number of 
4,000 in 1888. : 

All this, it may well be fuppofed, has not been viewed with 
unmixed feelings by the older refidents, and any one who was 
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familiar with Bexhill in the “ feventies” will not fail to fympathife 
with their regrets for its departed repofe and rural charm. 

Then, Bexhill was a tiny village crowded in between the 
venerable church and ancient manor-houfe, neftling among trees and 
looking down acrofs breezy flopes on the white coaft-guard ftation 
and the open Channel. Between it and St. Leonards there were 
fcarce half-a-dozen houfes, and the road ftill had its high hedges 
full of brambles and wild flowers all the way into the village; and 
a very pleafant-looking old village it muft have been. 

Firft, as one paffed two great corn-ftacks, which feem to have 
been built from time immemorial on the fame fpot, one faw acrofs 
a little hollow the church and handfome rectory ftanding among the 
trees of the park-like glebe; then the road ran by a long, quaint 
houfe, which in procefs of time has grown by adaptation out of the 
ftabling and offices of an old coal mine (or, rather, of a mine for 
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coal, feeing that, notwithftanding £80,000 {pent in looking for it, 
no coal ever came to light), and paft the gables of the old manor- 
houfe, with its choked ftew-ponds below, and fo, underneath the 
boughs of a huge walnut-tree, into the “ ftreet,” to the ancient Inn, 
and quaint old church with its dormer windows and ftuccoed tower ; 
or, turning to the left, paft a hideous, quafi-modern houfe, in which 
tradition fays the “ Iron Duke” once quartered—and by the village 
{mithy, one reached the brow of a fteep declivity, and faw, acrofs 
fome half-mile of corn and pafture, the wide bright blue of the 
open Channel, with the broad fweep of Pevenfey Bay and all the 
country up to Lewes Gap, the grand fmooth lines of the South 
Downs and Beachy Head girdling round the lowlands like a 
picture-frame. 

Here, if not on hiftoric ground, we are at any rate within fight 
of it, and can well imagine that from hence fome terrified group of 
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Britons or triumphant heathen watched the awful flames of {moking 
Anderida in the diftance. 

Of the condition of Bexhill in pre-Saxon times we know 
nothing, nor have any Roman or Britifh relics been difcovered, but 
it is f{carcely likely that fuch a pleafant fpot, fo clofe to a great 
Roman fettlement, failed of its fhare in the profperous civilifation of 
thofe times. 

However this may have been, it is certain that it, with the reft 
of Suffex, was utterly devaftated by our heathen anceftors ; and when 
after long years the Chriftian faith reconquered the Suffex Weald, 
perhaps this little ifolated hamlet between the two marfhes was a 
laft ftronghold of Odin; for here, to this day, as though to mark the 
late era of the event, ‘“ Chriftian” and “Savage” remain as furnames. 

Here, alfo, had been a fine poft of obfervation for Harold’s 
men when William landed at Pevenfey. 
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At that time the manor belonged to the Bifhops of Selfey, and 
there was a church, fome remains of which were clearly traceable 
. during the recent reftoration. 

After the Conqueft the manor was held by Ofbern, of the Earl 
of Eu, and a new and larger church was erected on the fite of the 
old one. 

The earl’s grandfon, however, reftored it to its former owners; 
he “ made an acknowledgment that his grandfather and father did 
“‘unjuftly take away from the faid church of the Holy Trinity at 
‘“« Chichefter” (the feat of the diocefe had been removed thither 
from Selfey) “their mother, the village called Bixle, with the 
‘churches and all other its appurtenances; and notwithftanding 
‘“‘ the remonftrances of Godefrid, Ralph, and Siffrid, bifhops of the 
‘“ faid church, and the claims by them laid thereto, did for a long 
“ time, againft juftice and the writings of the faid church, with the 
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“peril of their foul, detain the fame. Wherefore he, with the 
“confent of King Stephen, for the health of thofe his parents and 
‘ himfelf, did wholly reftore to the faid church, and Hilcary, bifhop 
“‘ thereof, the faid village, with the churches, and all its members 
‘and other its appurtenances, as well in woodland as in plain land, 
‘and in waters, with its liberties and cuftoms, and retained nothing 
“to himfelf or his fucceffors, or heirs of right, or cuftom or fervice. 
“And left at any time thereafter any difpute fhould arife concern- 
“ing the appurtenances of the faid village, he allowed everything 
“to belong thereto which the writings of the church of Chichefter 
“‘ fhow; faving neverthelefs the fervice of the king. This reftitu- 
“tion was made in the year of our Lord’s incarnation 1148, at 
“London, in the church of St. Paul, on the 18th Kalends of 
** December.” 


The manor-houfe was probably rebuilt by S. Richard de la 
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Wych, Bifhop of Chichefter, who refided and died at Bexhill (in the 
13th century), and the church about the fame time was greatly 
enlarged. 

In 1448 Bifhop Moleyns obtained a licence to embattle the 
manor-houfe, to enclofe the fame with a ftone wall, and to empark 
2,000 acres. No traces of this wall are known, but one very 
interefting feature of the plaifaunce 1s ftill plainly vifible. Imme- 
diately fouth of the manor-houfe (which, with the church and village, 
lies on a little hill 150 feet above fea-level, and having fteep flopes 
on its fouth, weft, and north afpects) was formerly a meadow (the 
prefent fite of the Convalefcent Home) known as “ Pleafure Houfe 
Field” ; in it were feveral very diftin@ terraces, and below are three 
more ftill exiftent. Thefe appear to have been part of a feries 
running all round the hill, and fome are ftill eafily traceable along 
the fouth and weft flopes, and again more clearly on the north. 


PART OF THE OLD MANOR-HOUSE, 
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At. the Reformation Bexhill was confifcated (1535) by Henry 
VIII, and granted by Elizabeth (1570) to Lord Buckhurft, to 
whofe defcendant, Earl De la Warr and Buckhurft, it now belongs. 

The iron induftries for which Suffex was famous have not left 
many traces in the parifh, but the remains of workings and clinker 
heaps abound near Buckholt, a ftill handfome building of Tudor 
order, having on a maffive iron-ftudded door the date “1670.” In 
this connection it may be interefting to mention that the railings 
around St. Paul’s Churchyard (recently removed) were made in the 
neighbouring parifh of Afhburnham, and that the ancient town 
of Northeye, or Nordeneye, which is commonly f{poken of as one of 
the “iron” towns, and is fuppofed to have been a port largely 
engaged in this induftry, was fituated in the parifh of Bexhill, about 
two and a-half miles weftward of the Railway Station, but has now 
utterly difappeared, 
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The greater part of the prefent Bexhill manor-houfe was pro- 
bably erected in the 17th century; a Charles II. penny was found 
in a wall which was pierced for a doorway fome years ago; it is 
built in the ufual Suffex ftyle round a maftlive chimney, with an 
ingle-nook, where one could, as I am affured by a gentleman who 
remembers it well, fit and fee the ftars by daylight. Up aloft in 
the great open roof ftill hangs a maflive wheel that worked the 
roafting-jacks below. In the garden is a fuchfia-tree growing up to 
the eaves of the houfe, with ftems three inches round, fuch as one 
can fearcely find even in the weft country. Alfo there is a well 
“full of treafure” which you cannot fee, and fome wonderfully 
careful boulder work, which the vifitor ought to fee, but probably 
will not; and many other remains of fuch a great farm-houfe as 
Richard Jeffries loved to defcribe. 

To outward feeming Bexhill muft have been the moft fleepy and 
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fecluded of places in the eighteenth century; but probably already 
at that time its proximity to the French coaft, and the eafy landing 
all along the fhore, had made it a haunt of fmugglers; alfo it had 
its annual feaft day and fair (fince loft), held in the Pleafure-houfe 
field mentioned above. As for the {muggling, it was only within 
living memory, and after two fevere battles, that it came to an end, 
and many are the ftories that the moft ancient inhabitants tell of 
thofe days. 

In a pamphlet “printed for Iohn Senex, at the Globe, over- 
“ againft St. Dunftan’s Church in Fleet Street,” and prefented by 
the author, Richard Budgen, to the Royal Society, is an account of 
“The Paffage of the Hurricane from the Sea Side at Bexhill in 
‘ Suffex to Newingden-Level, the twentieth day of May, 1729, 
‘“‘ between nine and ten in the evening,” with a chart fhewing courfe 
of the fame. It appears to have been a moft terrible whirlwind, 
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unroofing houfes, tearing up trees by the roots and carrying them 
great diftances, and even in fome places tearing up the very earth. 
Its breadth was about 30 rods, and it paffed over its whole courfe of 
twelve miles in twenty minutes. ‘The firft confiderable damage 
“‘ was received by Thomas Hollands, at the lower fide of Bexhill- 
“ Down, about a mile from the fea-fide,” and near where the road 
to Collington begins. It croffed the common, pafling to the eaft of 
Woodfgate Farm, tore up the trees in the valley beyond, and croffed 
Sidley at the brickyard; where “ John Philcock’s houfe (between 
‘“‘ two ways) was nearly all uncovered. In Engrim Wood (about 
‘“‘ two furlongs to the north of Sidley) about 150 oaks are torn up by 
“‘ the roots, broke down and fhook to pieces or very much damaged,” 
and at Buckholt great wreck was made. The author is not without 
humour ; for inftance, “ The next Building in its way belonged to 
“ Thomas Holman, who had the roofs of his Houfe and Barn taken 
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“* off, and the chimney down to the middle. A man in bed flept 
‘out the ftorm, and knew not the Conveniency he had for Star- 
‘« gazing, till awakened by the reft of the family.” 

In 1769 a new peal of fix bells was fet up in the church tower, 
inftead of the four previoufly ufed. 

A glimpfe of medical hiftory is afforded by the following 
extract from the Parifh Regifter :— 


“« Mem. Ap. 8, 1776. 


“Tt is agreed that W™ Curtis fhall have two guineas and a half 
‘“‘ to cure Sarah Davis of her leprofy for two years to come, and if 
‘« fhe does not appear to be clear of the diforder at that time he is 
“not to have any more money; and if fhe is clear he is to have 
‘one pound fix fhillings and three pence, and if fhe sd. want any 
‘‘ thing for the next year fhe is to have it for five fhillings, 
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“« N.B.—He has received one pound fix fhillings and three 
pence in part at this time.” 


“« Witness my hand, 


« WILLIAM CuRTIS.” 


As no further receipt occurs, I fear that Sarah Davis died before 
the firft year was out, and that fhe loft her leprofy and William 
Curtis his fees; let us hope not as the refult of a too energetic 
treatment. 

But ftormy times were at hand, and the beginning of this 
century, when the good Bexhillers, and many another fturdy John 
Bull, thought “ Bonypart” and the Devil were much the fame, faw 
the coaft fortified by Martello towers, and the parifh turned into a 
great camp of all arms, with a part alfo of the German Legion, until 


THE PARISH CHURCH BEFORE THE RESTORATION. 
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at laft they all marched off to Waterloo, and the piping times of 
peace returned. 

So Bexhill fettled down again to its farming and fmuggling ; the 
drill-ground was ploughed up, the barracks turned into cottages, 
and the mefs and billiard rooms into an infant fchool and a car- 
penter’s workfhop. Then came the railway engine. Of the 
Martello towers, fome were wafhed away by encroachment of the 
fea, fome experimentally knocked down by the firft breechloading 
guns, and one furnifhed material for the church of St. Mark at 
Little Common; and fo at laft, with its fea-wall and what not of 
modern “improvements,” the Bexelei of Doomfday became the 
Bexhill of to-day. 


\ 


i) 
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THE CLIMATE, SITUATION, AND SOIL OF BEXHILL. 


Lyinc between St. Leonards on the eaft and Eaftbourne on the 
weft, Bexhill enjoys a climate which embraces many of the beft 
points of that of both thofe famous watering-places, and is, on the 
whole, very fuperior to that of either, except for the extremely 
delicate. 

In fpeaking of St. Leonards, one ufually has in mind the 
fheltered part of the town fronting the fea, which in winter is 
decidedly warmer than Bexhill, by reafon of the high hills behind, 
and the reflection of the fun’s rays from the stuccoed houfes which 
line the parade; but this advantage is to fome extent negatived by 
the fierce blafts which occafionally rufh down from the hills, and on 
the warmeft, sunnieft days, when the heat and glare are almoft 
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Italian, fhould there be a N. or N.E. breeze one becomes fuddenly 
and cruelly alive to it at every ftreet corner. The very narrownefs 
also of the fpace between the hills and the fea, and the fteepnefs with 
which the hills rife, while fheltering the town from the north, and 
making it so popular a winter refort, prevent the free play of air, 
and caufe it to be over hot in fummer. 

On the other hand, the flope of the land at Bexhill is fo gentle 
that while it is more exposed than St. Leonards to wind from the 
north, it is entirely free from draughts, and even in fummer there is 
a frefhnefs and bracing quality in the air due to its free movement, 
quite different from that at St. Leonards, so that, as vifitors often 
fay, “ Bexhill has country and fea air combined.” 

Compared then with Haftings and St. Leonards, we may fay 
that Bexhill is lefs warm and lefs draughty in winter, and bracing 
inftead of relaxing in fummer. 


28 From Bexelei to Bexhill. 


In refpect of Eaftbourne, Bexhill has no fuch bracing air 
in its vicinity as is to be obtained on the Downs, nor is 
it so fheltered from the S.W.; but it is not fo expofed to 
the eaft winds; is I think drier; and, if one may judge by the 
mift and cloud often feen hanging over Beachy Head and Eaft- 
bourne while Bexhill enjoys a clear fky, has a greater fhare of 
funfhine. 

Local opinion explains the fmall rainfall at Bexhill and the 
rarity of thunder-ftorms by pointing to the high hills which form 
a diftant ring around it, and which are thought to attract the 
thunder-clouds away to them ; beginning with Beachy Head and 
the Southdowns in the $.W., to the high land at Ninfield, Ash- 
burnham, Normanhurft, and Battle in the north, and Telham and 
Ore, behind Hastings, in the eaft. 

Subjoined 1s a table of the yearly rainfall for the laft twelve 
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years, for which I am indebted to the kindnefs of John 
Brook, Esq. :— 


TABLE OF THE RAINFALL. 


No. of days on which 


Years. Inches. Ravinsfalle 
Di FO sis asl ok cae ie 26°73 Oe eee 146 
TOF 7. <.teste ao eee BRM Ola ne rigs aa 180 
POUL: eases ats ioweee MOU Qe Part ieaee incu yas E77 
ie fy era a peas 7G 0 a re te ane 161 
BSOO Sl inidscituen atte RING OM Pu cache sencecteg 130 
ie hon) SESE pgeenea ceases PAE Te aren Oni Pepe 142 
UBS} A= = Gee aac 28°93 Sastreplmemnaeae 159 
DOs oie a ties -sareearen DURO Oe edt se Tae 135 
TO OY tess rises ses anenes DOES Vs rege ates nana whe 113 
POOSRS icc te nena eer ZAP (a OS pep ae trae eer 112 
POO Ore tentnntrecacne BOR cieiwisgaat earns 122 


1G Noy eee ee pene DAT jigs le ee tee i ate 100 
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I have referred above to the claim of Bexhill to enjoy more 
funfhine than Eaftbourne, and on the fame ground we believe that 
St. Leonards, which has fuch a very high funfhine record, mutt alfo 
yield. 

Another great and peculiar advantage of Bexhill is its com- 
parative rufticity, and this to a great extent will remain a permanent 
feature, as not only are the vaft majority of the new buildings of the 
villa type, but the front of the hill towards the fea, below the old 
village, is occupied by park land, and will not be built on. Mot 
charming country walks and profpeéts open out to the vifitor, even 
clofe to the fea, and inland fpreads a very pleafing undulating and 
well-wooded country, acceffible without ftruggling up tedious hills 
or through ftraggling fuburbs. 

In the neighbourhood are many places of intereft, as Pevenfey 
and Hurftmonceux Caftles, Normanhurft, Battle, &c. 
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Unfortunately, the roads of Suffex are a ftanding example of the 
difference between notorious and celebrated; and it may be well to 
hint gently that the typical Suffex road is not unknown in this 
diftrict, road metal being very coftly and beach comparatively cheap, 
for there is no ftone in the vicinity. 

The old village lies on a bed of “ Tunbridge Wells” fand, below 
which crops out a bed of “ Wadhurft clay,” while the greater part of 
the new town is built on the “‘ Afhdown fand.” 
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THE SEA-WALL AND SHORE. 


Tue fea-wall extends for about three-quarters of a mile from Galley 
Hill, weftward to the Coaftguard Station, and has the advantage of 
being fomewhat ferpentine in its courfe, with fine views of Beachy 
Head and Haftings Caftle ; the parade is longer, and both are being 
extended weftward about half-a-mile. 

The fands expofed at low water compare favourably with thofe 
at moft watering-places ; they are fairly extenfive, and prefent at 
{ome points interefting beds of foffilifed drift-wood and nuts in 
great abundance. There is ample bathing and boating accom- 
modation. 

About two miles weftward, near Cooden, are remains of a 
fubmarine foreft, which is well defcribed in the following letter 
addreffed by E. J. Curteis, Efq., to the Gentleman's Magazine 
(cir. 1830), and quoted in Horffield’s ‘County Hiftory ” : 


THE SURMARINE FOREST. 


(Ry kind permission, from a picture by W. E. WINDUS, Esq.) 
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‘About two months ago paragraphs were inferted in the news- 
‘ papers, ftating that a fubmarine foreft had been difcovered juft 
‘‘ above low-water mark, on the coaft of Normandy and Brittany. 
‘“‘ Being lately on a furvey as a Commiffioner of Pevenfey levels, 
‘“ T difcovered (or rather, the workmen of the marfhes pointed out 
‘“* to me as what they were well acquainted with), to my apprehen- 
“fion, a precifely fimilar foreft. It is fituated in the weftern 
“extremity of Bexhill parifh, juft above low-water mark, adjacent 
“to a manor-farm of the Duke of Dorfet’s, ufed by Meffrs. 
‘‘ Brookes, gentlemen farmers, called Cowden, in that fub-divifion 
‘© of Pevenfey Marfh named Hooe Level, very nearly midway 
‘“ between Haftings and Eaftbourne. I have been thus particular 
‘« refpecting its fituation in hope that the curiofity of fome of the 
‘“‘ numerous vifitors of the coaft of Suffex may be excited, and that 
‘ fome of them may be induced to favour the public with their {pecu- 
‘« lations and conjectures with regard to it. Ido not recolle& that 
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‘it has been noticed in any printed account of this diftrict. There 
‘“‘ are remains of 200 or more trees, which were firmly rooted in the 
«« foil, now become fand, and all are retaining their perpendicularity 
‘and original vertical pofition. Some of the trees are four or five 
“* feet above the furface ; others have been cut down, or rather, as 
‘« | conjecture, worn away by the continual flux and reflux of the 
“waters. The ramifications and claws of the roots are very perfect. 
“The trees are fimilar in their fpecies and manner of growing to 
“« thofe of which our Suffex woods are compofed, and are principally 
“oak and birch. At high tides this fpot is covered by the fea to 
‘“‘ the depth of ten or twelve feet, fo that it is evident that the earth 
“* muft have experienced fome grand convulfion, as it is utterly 
“ impoflible that under prefent circumftances any other than marine 
‘vegetation could there thrive or even exift. The whole of the 
‘adjacent country inland is a marfh from which the fea has been 
‘“ expelled, and is now kept out with difficulty, and at a vaft expense, 
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‘and there is no woodland nearer than four miles on the hills 
‘« adjoining to thefe levels.” 

Juft so, but in a furvey with fketch-map made by Queen 
Elizabeth’s Commiffioners, who furveyed this coaft to arrange for its 
defence againft the Spanifh Armada, the land near the fea is fhown 
as covered with denfe foreft. 

And as to the grand convulfion of nature let us hear Hollinfhed : 
_ “On the firft day of October (1250), the moon, upon her 
‘“‘ change, appearing exceeding red and fwelled, began to fhow 
“‘ tokens of the great tempeft of wind that followed, which was so 
‘huge and mighty, both by land and fea, that the like had not 
‘been lightlie known, and feldom, or rather never, heard of by men 
‘“‘ then alive. The fea forced contrary to his natural courfe, flowed 
“‘ twice without ebbing, yielding fuch a roaring that the fame was 
“heard (not without great wonder) a far diftance from the fhore. 
‘© Moreover, the fame fea appeared in the dark of the night to burn, 
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“as it had been on fire, and the waves to ftrive and fight together 
“ after a marvellous fort, fo that the mariners could not devife how 
“to fave their fhips, where they lay at anchor by no cunning or 
« fhift which they could devife. At Hertbourne (Eaftbourne) three 
«tall fhips perifhed without recovery, befides other {maller veffels.” 

“ The fea flowed twice without ebbing,” and ‘‘the mariners 
“ could not devife how to fave their fhips where they lay at anchor.” 

May not this be a fairly accurate although miftaken account of 
a fudden and extenfive fubfidence of the coaft at high tide, with the 
confequent lofs of anchorage, and roaring heard (not without 
wonder) at a great diftance inland? Whether thefe trees were thus 
lowered in this particular fabfidence I know not, but that none of 
confequence has taken place at Haftings for three centuries paft 1s 
fhown by the piles of an ancient pier, temp. Queen Elizabeth, which 
are ftill occafionally vifible. 
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SANITARY. 


Provision for drainage has recently been made in a very thorough 
manner, about five miles of pipes having been laid down, extending 
from the higheft point in Sidley (an outlying hamlet) and all parts 
of the diftrict within a radius of about one and a-half mile from 
the fea, to the great intercepting fewer on the De la Warre eftate. 

The drains have been laid in ftraight fe@tions, with man-holes at 
the junctions for infpection, &c., but thefe are clofed, and ventila- 
tion of the fewers is effected by large fhafts carried up as high as 
poflible. At various points flufhing-tanks with automatic fyphon 
arrangements are provided, fupplied in fome cafes from the water- 
mains, and in others by an inflow from {prings and ftreams. 

On the De la Warre eftate the man-holes occur about every 

F 
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85 yards, and are ventilated by openings in the fide, guarded by 
charcoal filters for the gas. The main fewer is 2,000 yards long, 
and paffes under the roadway of the Parade, terminating in a ftorage 
tank which holds about 280,000 gallons, the bottom of which is 
about 18 feet above low-water fpring tides, and here the fewage is 
retained at the time of high water. The prefent arrangement is 
calculated to ferve a population of 15,000, and 30,000 could be 
ferved by the addition of another outlet. 
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THE: WATER SUPPLY. 


VUCVIV IVI V ITT Te 


Unri recently this was obtained from private wells, which in 
fome cafes good and in others bad, were alike in caufing uneafinefs 
to all who had in mind the vagaries of the jerry-builder and the 
unfanitary darknefs of the ruftic foul. Thefe wells of both forts 
remain, but almoft all the new houfes, and many of the old, now 
receive their fupply from the public water company, which has funk 
a well (about 160 feet deep) into the lower cretaceous wealden 
strata, far from all poflibility of contamination. The following is 
a copy of an analyfis of the water by Dr. Percy Frankland :— 
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“ REsuLTs OF ANALYSIS expressed in parts per 100,000. 


o 
we Hardness. 
: Q D s 
Total 25 oo Sel aed (Bee el 
No. of otal | Organic! & & e One® | OO (TV es| # a 3 ape 
fample.| folid | carbon.) 25 Bl Ple | eee sels | kal ee) REMARKS. 
matter. | loe-t =I 5 hea Sea 2 & i=l ° i 2 
Slee ole ee eh ee to 
ac ceed § | 3 
Py fa Wi 
_ Sufpended matter ; 
6,122 | 23°72 | ‘028 | ‘oog | ‘006 | o (oo Cole Skee P| ts nO) eaumeral gee te aniCiees Cras 
, lays 9 4 SS 2°30 "703,00 
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“ Both famples were palatable and contained no lead or other 


“* potfonous metals. 


(Signed) ‘Percy F. FRANKLAND. 


“ Dec. 11th, 1884.” | 
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EXTRACT FROM THE ACCOMPANYING REPORT. 


“Both waters were very turbid, but this turbidity is almoft 
** exclufively due to oxide of iron and other mineral matter, and is 
“no doubt caufed by the operation of boring. The waters are 
* palatable, and contain only a mere trace of organic matter in 
“folution; they are of moft excellent quality for drinking and all 
“ other dietetic purpofes.” 

In January, 1887, the pumps were kept at work continuoufly 
night and day for a fortnight, and at the end of this time the well. 
was found to yield 178,000 gallons in 24 hours. ‘There is a covered 
fettling-tank which holds about 50,000 gallons, with room to quad- 
ruple the fame. 


>N conclufion, Bexhill offers pure air, pure water, a genial 
and bracing climate, a fmall rainfall, and dry fubfoil, 


i » a pleafing and varied neighbourhood, and a quiet refi- 
se with eafy accefs to gayer places (St. Leonards 12 and 
Eaftbourne 20 minutes). 

That its claims are now acknowledged is fhown by its recent 
rapid increafe ; and it is in the hope of making the advantages it has 
to offer to the convalefcent from acute illnefs, and other invalids, as 
well as to the general public, more widely known, that this fhort 
account has been written. 


